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Seen in this light, the secularization of ecclesiastical property in the eighth
century appears to be not so much the assertion by the state of a claim to use it for
public purposes as a direct consequence of the previous economic and social
development. When the control of the government fell into their hands, the
mayors of the palace, by virtue of the ministerial office, applied a private legal
right, the right of private church-ownership, to public affairs. This was only
one aspect of the closely associated process, which was going on meanwhile in the
Germanic states and which must now be discussed, namely the rise of feudalism.